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12 May 2020 
 

Agriculture Bill 
 

Dear Cabinet Secretary, 
 
Thank you for your letter dated 11 May responding to questions from the Delegated 
Powers and Law Reform Committee in relation to the above Bill. The Committee 
considered this letter at its meeting this morning. 
 
The Committee found your response in relation to the likely circumstances in which 
the UK Government and the Scottish Government will each exercise powers under 
the Bill within devolved competence to be very helpful and it is content with the 
approach suggested 
 
However, the Committee notes that your response does not contain a commitment to 
notify the Scottish Parliament in advance of consenting to the UK Government 
making legislation within devolved competence, or to obtain the Scottish 
Parliament’s views. 
 
The Cabinet Secretary for Government Business and Constitutional Relations 
previously gave a commitment to this Committee in a letter dated 5 February 2020, 
to ensure Parliamentary scrutiny on such matters. He stated: 
 

“the Scottish Government of course believes that the Scottish Parliament 
should be afforded the opportunity to effectively scrutinise the exercise of 
legislative powers within devolved competence”. 

 
The Cabinet Secretary confirmed that officials from the Scottish Parliament and the 
Scottish Government are discussing a new protocol for scrutiny of Scottish Ministers’ 
consent to statutory instruments made by UK Ministers, and confirmed that it is the 
Scottish Government’s “intention that the new protocol should cover all instruments 
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proposed to be made by UK Ministers arising from EU exit and relating to devolved 
matters.” 
 
Given this previous commitment from the Scottish Government, the Committee 
would like to seek your assurance that the new protocol will also apply to the 
exercise of powers under this Bill. I would be grateful for a response by 12 noon on 
Tuesday 19 May. 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
Bill Bowman 
Convener of the Delegated Powers and Law Reform Committee 


